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Government defeat leaves industry facing no-deal Brexit (UK) 
The fleet and leasing industry faces further uncertainty after MPs voted down Theresa May’s Brexit deal. 
 
Additional scrap grades now on China’s restricted list (Asia) 
 
ECONOMIC INDICATORS 
 
CommSec Consumer sentiment - Outlook for family budget is best in 7 months (AU) 
 
Deloitte New year brings global headwinds (AU) 
The performance of the Australian economy in 2019 will take a lot of cues from how current global economic 
headwinds play out 
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LEGAL 

 
Autonomous Vehicle Federal Regulation (US) 
Despite last minute efforts to address concerns of various groups who opposed the bill, Members of the 
115th Congress ultimately failed to pass the American Vision for Safer Transportation through Advancement 
of Revolutionary Technologies Act (AV Start Act), before the end of their session on the last week of 2018. 
The AV Start Act would have created a framework for regulating, testing and deploying automated vehicles, 
with the goal of ensuring the safety of highly automated vehicles (HAVS). 

 
REPORTS | STATISTICS 

 
New figures put it beyond doubt. When it comes to company tax, we are a high-tax country, in part 
because it works well for us (AU) 
The OECD has just produced its first-ever detailed comparison of company tax collections and rates and 
effective rates around the world. The bad news – for companies – is that Australia is close to the top among 
the 94 countries, and in one of the measures, the effective marginal company tax rate (more on this later), 
third from the top. Interestingly, in another recent report, the OECD shows that Australia clearly falls into the 
“low tax” group among OECD countries, with a tax-to-GDP ratio below 25%. But within that context we rely 
heavily on company tax. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.fleetnews.co.uk/news/fleet-industry-news/2019/01/15/brexit-government-defeat-leaves-industry-facing-disorderly-exit-from-eu
https://www.wastetodaymagazine.com/article/china-adds-scrap-metal-restricted-list-2019/
https://www.commsec.com.au/content/dam/EN/ResearchNews/2019Reports/January/ECO_Insights_150119-consumer-sentiment-lifts.pdf
http://blog.deloitte.com.au/weekly-economic-briefing-new-year-global-headwinds/
https://www.asx.com.au/asx/share-price-research/company/AHG
https://www.asx.com.au/asx/share-price-research/company/AMA
https://www.asx.com.au/asx/share-price-research/company/APE
https://www.asx.com.au/asx/share-price-research/company/BAP
https://www.asx.com.au/asx/share-price-research/company/CTX
https://www.asx.com.au/asx/share-price-research/company/CAR
https://www.asx.com.au/asx/share-price-research/company/CHC
https://www.asx.com.au/asx/share-price-research/company/MTO
https://www.asx.com.au/asx/share-price-research/company/MTO
https://www.asx.com.au/asx/share-price-research/company/SGM
https://www.lme.com/Metals/Non-ferrous#tabIndex=0
https://www.lme.com/Metals/Non-ferrous#tabIndex=0
https://bit.ly/2ROsIa9
https://www.congress.gov/bill/115th-congress/senate-bill/1885
http://theconversation.com/new-figures-put-it-beyond-doubt-when-it-comes-to-company-tax-we-are-a-high-tax-country-in-part-because-it-works-well-for-us-109875
http://theconversation.com/new-figures-put-it-beyond-doubt-when-it-comes-to-company-tax-we-are-a-high-tax-country-in-part-because-it-works-well-for-us-109875
https://www.oecd.org/tax/beps/corporate-tax-statistics-database.htm
http://www.oecd.org/tax/tax-policy/revenue-statistics-2522770x.htm


 
SMALL BUSINESS 

 
Tinder for cars: How two-year-old startup CarSwap wants to change vehicle classifieds forever 
(NSW) 
The platform enables users to not only buy and sell cars,but swap them too. Users on CarSwap upload ads 
much like any other online classified, but instead of scrolling through a list of ads, they swipe right and left on 
ads to indicate their interest or disinterest. CarSwap believe Car Sales, the marketplace giant, is on its last 
legs, claiming the business’ market share in Australia has been declining since 2014 due to increasing user 
and dealer fees. 
 
TECHNOLOGY 

 
Hyundai teams up with Swiss start-up for video game-style graphics (INT) 
Hyundai Motor Group, in collaboration with Swiss deep-tech startup company WayRay, has unveiled the 
world’s first Holographic Augmented Reality (AR) Navigation System equipped in the Genesis G80. 
 
VW, Ford team up on trucks, eye deals on EVs, self-driving cars (INT) 

 
Baidu introduces Apollo 3.5, Apollo Enterprise in major advancements to Apollo autonomous driving 
ecosystem (INT) 
Baidu, Inc. has introduced Apollo 3.5, the newest and most powerful release of the open, reliable and secure 
software platform for the development of autonomous driving systems through on-vehicle and hardware 
platforms. Apollo 3.5 is the first open source autonomous driving platform that can perform in complex urban 
and suburban driving scenarios. 
  
*DISCLAIMER: This information bulletin has been designed to assist VACC members in keeping up to date 
with industry matters. This material is gained from publicly available sources and is not modified by VACC. 
VACC accepts no responsibility for the accuracy, currency or completeness of information.  
 
 

https://bit.ly/2He3Ap9
https://bit.ly/2He3Ap9
https://www.caradvice.com.au/715463/genesis-reveals-holographic-ar-display-ces/
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-autoshow-detroit-ford-volkswagen-idUSKCN1P90E7
https://www.greencarcongress.com/2019/01/20190115-baidu.html
https://www.greencarcongress.com/2019/01/20190115-baidu.html
http://apollo.auto/apollo3.5_en.html

